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back into the old paths from which they had strayed as a
result of Izvolski's active Entente policy and unsuccessful
Balkan ambitions. As the substance of the conversations
had not been confirmed in writing, Bethmann drew up for
Sazonov's approval a statement in general terms as the
basis of a reference which he wished to make on the subject
in his coming Reichstag speech. He also drafted nine para-
graphs which he hoped Sazonov would sign, with such
modifications as he saw fit, as a more precise written formu-
lation of the Potsdam conversations.84
But Sazonov caused difficulties. On returning home, he
seems to have feared criticism from the Pan-Slav Press.
He had therefore, without consulting Germany, given an
interview to the Novae Vremia. This paper then pub-
lished an account exaggerating the points conceded by Ger-
many and minimizing those conceded by Russia. Sazonov
explained apologetically to Pourtales that he wished to
turn aside the possible wrath of this section of the Russian
Press.85 To Pourtales he gave also his full approval of the
statement which was to be the basis of Bethmann's Reichs-
tag speech. One sentence of this hinted at a point to
which Kiderlen attached the greatest importance: "The
result of the last interview I might sum up as a renewed
assurance that both Governments will not enter into any
sort of combination which could have an aggressive ten-
dency against the other."86 But neither to the Tsar, nor
to the Press, nor apparently to the Ambassadors of France
S4 G.P., XXVII, 846 ff.                      85 G.P., XXVII, 844 f., 851 ff.
86Q.P., XXVII, 849, 855. One may note an. interesting difference
between Bethmann, the sincere seeker for a business-like agreement on
economic questions like commerce in Persia and the Bagdad Railway, and
Kiderlen, the more subtle politician concerned in the play of the system of
alliances. To Bethmann, "the only essential things in the Potsdam conver-
sations are the Persian and the Bagdad Railway questions'1 (ibid., 842),
But for Kiderlen, "the assurance of Russia concerning her relation to
England is for me the alpha and omega of the whole agreement" (ibid*
862).